
MINUTES 
 

COMERAGH DISTRICT MEETING 
 

DÚICHE AN CHUMARAIGH 
 

HELD ON 23rd APRIL, 2018 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES, DUNGARVAN 
 
 
PRESENT:           
 

Cllr. Seanie Power, Cathaoirleach  
Cllr. Liam Brazil 
Cllr. Ray Murphy, 
Cllr. Michael J. O’ Ryan 
Cllr. Declan Clune 

 
 
APOLOGIES:           
 
Cllr. John O’Leary 
 
  
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           
  
 Mr. I. Grimes, Director of Services Housing, Community & Emergency Services  

Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Engineer, Roads 
Ms. M. Goff, A/Senior Executive Engineer 
Mr. J. O’Mahony, Senior Planner 
Mr. R. Moloney, SEO, Environment 
Ms. S. Walsh, SO, Corporate 

 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ivan Grimes, DOS to his new role as the Comeragh District Manager and 
thanked Fergus Galvin, DOS for his input into the Comeragh District the last 4 years 
 
  
VOTES OF SYMPATHY:         
 
It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to the families of the late 
 
Claire Dyer 
Austin Casey 
Pierce Casey 
Tom Russell Snr 
Neil Marchant  
Thomas Moore 
 
A minutes silence was held for Claire Dyer, sister of Honor Dunphy, Meetings Administrator. 
 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:          
 
Minutes of District Meeting held 26th March, 2018 were proposed by Cllr. O’Ryan and seconded by Cllr.                                     
Murphy and agreed.  

Item 
No. 1 

 



 
 
2. Matters Arising  
 
Cllr. O’Ryan said a reply was received from Minister Harris following the letter sent from the Council 
regarding Health Services in the Ballymacarbery area, the letter will be forwarded to the HSE and he 
hopes for a speedy response. 
Cathaoirleach agrees with Cllr. O’Ryan and acknowledged the work of Senator Paudie Coffey in this 
regard. 
 
3. Planning           
 
(a) Planning Lists – noted 

 
(b) Housing Estates taken in charge –  
 
Cllr. Murphy asked for an update on Cul Rua, Portlaw. 
J. O’ Mahony, SP said the Bond was required and it is now at procurement stage, no contractor 
appointed yet. 
Cllr. Clune asked for the timeframe in this regard and also re Cois Cille, Dunhill. 
J. O’ Mahony, SP said Cois Cille was not progressed as the developer was ill and the drawing submitted 
wasn’t right so developer intends to do his own survey.  Tender documents are being prepared for Cul 
Rua and should take 2 months. 
  
 
4. Reports 
 
(a) Planning 
 
None 
  
(b)  Roads 
 
Cllr. Murphy asked, regarding the public lighting allocation, that the junction at the bottom of Queen  
Street, Portlaw be prioritised. He requested an update on the 5 successful applicants in the Town & 
Village Renewal Scheme for the Comeragh area along with an update on the development plan for 
Portlaw water supply and waste water treatment capacity going forward. He enquired about the entrance 
to Woodlock, Portlaw as it is causing disruption to pedestrians and motorists. 
Cllr. Clune requested an update from Irish Water on the mains replacement at Coolfin and if the footpath 
to Curraghmore will be completed in time for the festival in August.  With regard to footpaths in general for 
the Comeragh area, €1.5m, has come into the Capital Account from Disposals (Section 183s) and 
enquired if there is additional funding available that it can be allocated to Comeragh for the footpath 
programme.  He requested an update in relation to the roundabout at Carrick Road, Portlaw and the 
installation of driver feedback signs. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked about extra public lighting required at Kilbrien and an update on costs associated to 
Storm Emma and proposed application for funding. 
Cllr. Brazil enquired if the Council can prevent heavy vehicles using the road that is closed at Railway 
View, Kilmacthomas and is the party involved in the damage being pursued, also the road in Kilrossanty 
between the Barracks and the school is constantly flooding and can this be reviewed. 
Cathaoirleach asked if the crash barrier on the R676 on the approach to Carrick on Suir can it be looked 
at.  He requested flooding defences for the village of Clonea Power and asked for an application for 
funding to be submitted to the OPW. 
 
G. Hynes, SE said a contract has been awarded for the upgrading of the waste water treatment for 
Portlaw and the water supply for Portlaw will be joined with Annestown waste water treatment plant and 



work is underway. There will be a presentation on recording faults re public lighting.  We will finalise how 
our 2018 application for public lighting will be spent and revert to members.  In relation to footpaths the 
Capital programme is agreed at the Plenary and then it comes back to the District. In relation to Storm 
Emma the closing date was 20th April, and applications were submitted to the Department for (i) €500,000 
for initial clean-up costs and (ii) €1.15m long term damage, contractors costs are included in (iii) the initial 
clean-up costs application. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked does the application take account of ‘time lost’ by staff. 
 
G. Hynes, SE stated that costs included are overtime, contractors’ costs, staff from other sections, fire 
brigade costs, it can’t take account of time lost. 
Cllr. O’Ryan asked if there is a breakdown per district on the costs. 
G. Hynes, SE will revert with the breakdown per district. 
M. Goff, A/SEE stated that the council will carry a design report in relation to public lighting in Lower Main 
Street, Portlaw.  Woodlock entrance is part of a private facility so is the Landowner’s responsibility.  
Cllr Murphy asked if it can be brought to the owner’s attention. 
M. Goff, A/SEE said the owner of Woodlock can be notified but it is still their responsibility. She gave an 
update on the Town & Village renewal projects for the Comeragh area Clonea Power, Ballyduff, 
Ballymacarberry, Bonmahon.  The Curraghmore services footpath will be carried out but it hard to say if it 
will be done before Festival as services are being installed first.  Irish Water has done a preliminary 
design at Coolfin and site investigation for the mains replacement and a detailed design will follow then 
the Coolfin footpath could be carried out in August/September. 
Cllr. Clune asked if all the work can be completed within 3 months by Irish Water. 
M. Goff, A/SEE stated the mains replacement will have to be done before the footpaths are installed. 
The Carrick Road roundabout is at detailed design stage at present then will go out to tender.  With 
regard to Railway View in Kilmacthomas legal advice was received and the Council should be continuing 
to pursue that the wall will be repaired.  Kilrossanty will be referred to Irish Water and the crash barrier at 
Crehanagh will be replaced, it is gone out to tender.  The non-coastal minor works submissions have 
been made to the OPW and will come down in May to visit the site. 
 
Cathoirleach welcomes the announcement of €10m under the LIS and that Comeragh is to be allocated  
€282,000. Cllr. Clune asked when the driver feedback signs are going to be installed on the Carrick Road 
and also regarding the budgets for footpaths can the District go back to the Plenary to get the 
extra/additional money ring fenced for footpaths for each of the Districts. 
 
G. Hynes, SEE said yes it can be raised at the Plenary meeting re. the footpath allocation.  In relation to 
Local Improvement Schemes (LIS) 12 schemes have been allocated for the 3 Districts, 4 for Comeragh.  
20 Schemes for CIS have been submitted 7-9 schemes for Comeragh. 
Cllr. Murphy said that the members were told that where speed limit signs were changed under the speed 
limit review, driver feedback signs would be considered in these areas and is there an update on this. 
G. Hynes, SEE said that speed monitoring devices would have to be put up first and then driver feedback 
signs are put up if needed. 
Cllr. Clune asked how long this will take. 
G. Hynes, SEE stated that the Council are acquiring the necessary hardware/software so should be 4-6 
weeks. 
 
 (c) Housing  
 
Cllr. Clune enquired about landbanks in Kilmeaden, Portlaw and Kilmacthomas in relation to any plans to 
develop these sites with regard to social housing. Has the property in Deerpark Clonea Power been 
purchased by the Council.   Cllr. Brazil said Kilmacthomas is lacking in social housing and are there any 
plans mid-term or long-term to build social housing there or buy land to build social housing.  He informed 
the meeting that there is a derelict private house since 2004 in Hillside Estate, could the council consider 
a CPO on it.  He also raised the dereliction of the Old Pike as a disgrace, can CPO on this also be 
considered.  
Cathaoirleach supports Cllr. Brazil re the Old Pike and said it could be a good addition to the Greenway. 



Cllr. Murphy requested update on Coolfin in Portlaw, he supports Cllr. Brazil regarding the social housing 
need in Kilmacthomas. 
 
I Grimes, DOS will revert on the completion dates for Coolfin and Portlaw.  He no longer has responsibility 
for derelict sites but he will raise it with M Quinn, DOS, Economic Development.  In the budget this year 
€100,000 has been provided to issue CPOs for long term vacant residential units, the property has been 
identified. He will revert with an update re. the house in Deerpark. He will be reviewing the land available 
in towns in the Comeragh District and also Dungarvan/Lismore and then develop proposals for social 
housing in those areas.  No budget currently available for land purchase for social housing. 
 
Cllr. Clune asked what is the lead time from proposal of projects to the Department of Housing to granting 
of funding.   
I Grimes, DOS said that the lead in time is a four stage approval process and the Department can take 
any length of time at the various stages, Minister Murphy has recently given a commitment to 59 weeks 
from stage 1 to stage 4. 
Cllr. Clune asked if the Minister’s commitment of 59 weeks would be improved dramatically if there was a 
general election called. 
I Grimes, DOS said the 59 weeks, if delivered, is a significant improvement on what existed previously. 
 
(d) Environment 
 
Cllr. Clune asked for an overview on the anti-dumping initiatives 2018 and which are the more effective 
ones and an update on the condition of the land at the Tannery site in Portlaw. He enquired if there are 
any schemes available for fire safety barriers as there are still 5 houses untreated at Ceol na Mara in Kill.  
There are a number of buildings in Bonmahon that need to be painted, can the council encourage 
business owners to brighten up these premises.   
Cllr. M J O’Ryan said that due to data protection the Council cannot publish names of littering offenders 
so as an alternative the Council should have Litter Ambassadors (Sporting Stars) for clean-ups in the 
area and can this be brought to the CPG for approval.  Can a month be set aside to do this clean-up and 
requested a report for the next Comeragh meeting.  Cllr. Murphy said CCTV is the way forward along with 
signage and said in relation to the roadside litter campaign (‘all roads lead home’) part of that campaign 
had temporary signage up advertising this and was this progressed and extended.   
Cathaoirleach said they had a litter pick in Clonea/Rathgormack/Carrickbeg/Windgap area and it was a 
huge success.  He gave special mention to James Norris in this regard and he said cameras and signs to 
say cameras are there would help.  
Cllr. Brazil supports his colleagues in this regard but the Council will have to make it harder for people 
who keep dumping, bottles and coffee cups are the biggest culprits.    
 
R. Moloney, SEO said in relation to the Tannery site, the report on the analysis of the site should be 
available in 4-6 weeks.  In relation to Ceol na Mara he is not aware of any scheme available under the 
Environment Section but will refer it to the Emergency Services section to see if any schemes are 
available.  Regarding Bonmahon the Council does not have any specific schemes to fund this within the 
Environment Section but if tidy towns were involved there might be some funding there or the Economic 
Development section.  He gave an update on the 8 Anti-Dumping Initiatives being funded with a €58,000 
grant for 2018. He said using a sports star as a Litter Ambassador is a good idea and the Council will 
support any programme/initiative like that.  
 
Cllr. Clune asked if there was any feedback with regard to the re-usable coffee cup scheme and are there 
plans to expand this and what is the feedback. 
R. Moloney, SEO said that this is still at the early stages as it is a pilot initiative. 
Cllr. Clune asked how will success be measured. 
R Moloney, SEO, retailers should see a reduction in the amount of cups that they are using. 
 
 
 
 



5. Presentation- Logging Public Lighting Faults–Deadsure App    
 
G. Hynes, SEE gave a presentation on the new Dead Sure application for logging Public Lighting faults 
and afterwards dealt with questions from the Councillors. 
 
Cllr. O’Ryan enquired if a confirmation email could be sent when the fault is fixed and is the Council 
satisfied with the service from Killaree Lighting.  He highlighted that people with poor broadband will have 
an issue with trying to log a fault on line.   
Cllr. Murphy asked what can be done if for any reason the light cannot be located on the website. 
 
G. Hynes, SEE said that the Council is satisfied with Killaree Lighting and there are no issues, routine 
faults are resolved within 7days.  If broadband is an issue, the complaint can still be logged by contacting 
the Council’s Customer Services Desk.  There is a dialogue box on the website where a general 
complaint can be put in if you don’t have the exact location of the pole. 
 
Cllr. O’Ryan proposed a 5 minute extension of Standing Orders, seconded by the Cathaoirleach 
  
6. Correspondence    
 
None 
 
7. Notices of Motion 
 
None 
 
8. AOB     
 
Cllr. Clune asked if members can get training on the new GDPR that is coming into effect 25th May, 2018. 
Cllr. M J O’Ryan said in relation to the Register of Electors he intends bringing in a Notice of Motion that 
everyone who reaches 18years of age should automatically go on the Register based on their PPSN.  
All the Councillors supported Cllr. O’Ryan’s proposal. 
  
I Grimes, DOS said that GDPR training will be looked at for the elected members to explain the 
implications for the Councillors with regard to GDPR. 
The use of PPSN has been looked at for various projects over the years e.g. Irish Water and the data 
protection commission is of the view that the PPSN system is not accurate. 
 
 
Meeting concluded. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:____________Cathaoirleach 
 
 


